Roles of peptides in transmission in the enteric nervous system.
Studies of the enteric nervous system have proved to be important in the development of new concepts of the chemical nature of transmission from neurons. In particular, they have revealed the multiplicity of influences that peptides can have on transmission, such as their action as primary transmitters, and the fact that they often act as co-transmitters in enteric neurons. However, in other cases no roles can be attributed to neuropeptides in enteric neurons, and their involvement in short-term changes in excitability seems minor.